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SELECTIONS 
VERNACULAR NEWSPAPERS 
PUBLISHED IN THE PANJAB, 


NORTH-WESTERN PROVINOBS, 


OUDH, CENTRAL PROVINCES AND BERAR 
Received up to 19th April, 1879. 


NATIVE STATES. | : 
Tau Malwa Akhbdr of the 4th April, received on the 


Relief measures adopted 18th idem, in its local news column, 


by Maharaja Holkar. says that in view of the scarcity of 


food in Indore, the Maharaja Holkar has issued an order 


to the effect that money should be advanced to those men 
who are in distress from the State treasury, and gratuitious 
relief rendered to the weak and sickly. 


GENERAL ADMINISTRATION. 


The Pramod Sindhu of the 14th April, referring to the 
The Soma Prakdsh ana Soma Prakdsh of Calcutta, whose pub- 
| Feem Bah. ' Jisher has been called upon to furnish 

4 security for Rs. 1,000 for future good conduct, owing to its 
publishing a scurrilous article, condemns the article in ques- 
tion, and remarks that native journalists should not abuse the 


liberty which the British Government has granted them, of | 
cniticising its acts and measures. They should remember 


that no man had such freedom of speech in the ti me of 
Moghals or the Peshwas. However, as this was the first 
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offence of the Soma Prakdsh, the Government should have 
merely | warned the proprietor of that paper against publish. 
ing seditious articles in future. Another advantage of giving 
a simple warning to the proprietor would be that the objec 
tionable article iu question would not acquire 80 great a noto- 
riety as it has done at present. ° ‘ 


The Samdchdr Sdr of the 14th April says: The untimely 

death of the Soma Prakdsh isa source 
of great grief to us. The opinions ex- 
pressed by Lord Oranbrook and Lord Lytton about the Press 
Aot at the time of the passing of the Act induced us to ima 
gine that the Act would not be strictly enforced. Likewise 
the remarks made by the Pioneer, the Statesman, the English 


The same aubject 


oo aes and other Anglo-Indian papers about it were indicative 
| of the fact that it would practically remain a dead letter, 


But we have been disappointed. The way in which the Act 
is being enforced has frightened all the native journalists, 
The punishment inflicted upon the Soma Prakdsh exceeds 
the offence. The present unsatisfactory state of the verns 
cular press is due to the indifference of eductated natives 
who'do not take the smallest interest in vernacular news 
papers. All of them should jointly submit a petition to Lord 
Lytton praying that the Press Act may be repealed. The 
punishment inflicted upon the Soma Prakdsh is tvo severe. 
We hope that His Lordship will be pleased to remit the sen 
tence. The fame of His Lordship will not suffer, but will be 
greatly increased by this exhibition of kindness. In no other 
country so severe a press law is in force as in India. 
Babu Lal Mohan Ghose, Barrister-at-law, who is going 1 
England to agitate the Civil Service question there, should 


also avail himself of the occasion to agitate the question © . 
the repeal of the Press Act. 


Phi same paper adverts to the wsilinn of the British 
ibe British Indian Ag- . Indian Association of Calcutta which 
af rene I was held at the Town Hall on the 27th 


March to consider the question of petitioning Parliament om 
the subjects of the cost of the war and the cotton import 
duties, and expresses great satisfaction at the public-spirited 
action of the Association. The Sdr then expresses its grati- 
inde to: the Statésman, which takes a deep interest’ in the 
welfare of the natives. Our contemporary regrets, says the 
Sér, that the speakers at the Town Hall, on the 27th March, 
did not speak freely but under a sense of fear. Our contem- 
porary says that the grounds on which the speakers contended 
that England should pay the cost of the -war are well founded, 
but that the line of argument adopted by them is not likely 
to attain the desired object. They should have courageously 
declared that the Kabul war was quite unnecessary ; far: 
from expecting any good to India from it evil may. be 
apprehended, and therefore it does not become Government 
to realise the cost of the war from India. What our contem- 
_ porary says is quite true. But there are reasons why the 
Town. Hall meeting did not adopt this line of argument. It 
does not suit the down-trodden Bengalis to speak so fear- 
lessly as the Statesmanhas done. Bishop Atterbury, who was 
arraigned before the House of Lords for treason, begged the- 
House, in the course of his defence, to allow him to speak: 
freely like an Englishman, and stated that he was ready 
to go into banishment for life on a false charge, but that the 
House should protect its justice from the bands of devilish 
witnesses, {f Bengalis had the full freedom of speech like- 
Englishmen, why would the country be reduced to such a bad 
state? The Bengalis have not forgotten that the British: 
Indian Association was slighted only the other day by the- 
Viceroy. There is a great difference between the English: 
and the Bengalis in the matter of freedom of speech. If the: 
petition of the British Indian Association has the good for- 
tune to meet with favorable consideration at the hands of 
Parliament;—there- will be some hope of relief for natives. 
The levy of new taxes is gradually reducing the country to a 
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state of abject poverty. It appears from the recent policy 
of the Government that it feels no scraple im sacrificing th, 
interests of India to those of England. Should the pocy 
Indian tax-payer be called upon to pay the cost of the wa 


which England has undertaken to maintain her own pres- 
tige ? 


The Berar Mitra of the 15th April states that in th 
The Ram>shis, Bhils,and time of the former Rajas the Ramo. 
other wild tribes. shis, Bhils, and other wild tribes were 
allowed a free use of a portion of the public waste land which 
was considered neeessary for their support, but that the 


passing of strict forest laws by the Government has left them 


no lawful means of earning a livelihood, and that therefore 
they have begun to commit robbery and plunder. The 
Government should adopt some measures to improve their 
condition. The forest laws may be relaxed to some extent in 
their favor. They may be admitted into the army and the. 


police. Some special arrangements should be made for their 
education. 


The same paper states that the Christian missionaries 


The grant of « yearly of Madras have lately established an 


allowance by the Mad- orphanage at Kotagiri, and that it 1 
ras Government fer the | 


support of the orphan. Yumoured that the Madras Government 
dl san hg the has granted a yearly allowance of 
en Rs. 1,000 for the support of the orphan 
age. The establishment of orphanages is, indeed, a very 
good thing. The new Kotagiri orphanage for the most pa" 
contains children who were abandoned by their parents 
during the late famine. The institution is wholly under the 
management of Christian missionaries, and it is likely that 
the inmates will be converted to the Christiav religion 
Under these circumstances the grant of an allowance by the 
Madras Government to the institution in question seems tobe 


objectionable, because the Government of India professes 


P policy of perfect toleration in religious matters. If 
the Madras Government wishes to grant an alfowance to 
the Kotagiri orphanage, it should make itself sure that the 


children will not be made converts. 


The Rahbar-i-Hind of the 13th April says: An ariicle 
The loyalty of the na- has appeared in the Panjabi Akhbdr of 
tives. the 5th April, in which the writer states 
that the Government thinks that the other classes of the peo- 
ple are not so loyal as the educated natives, but that the sup- 
position is entirely unfounded. We areat one with the writer 
in the Panjabi Akhbdr on the point. If the idea of the Gov- 
ernment about the loyalty of the natives is really what haa 
been attributed to it by the writer, itis undoubtedly mistaken. 
All classes of the natives deserve to be considered loyal. Com- 
pared with other countries, India may be said to be altogether 
free from popular insurrections. If any man vishes to arrive 
at a true idea of the loyalty of the natives, he should compare 
the insurrections that have taken place in India with those 
of Ireland. The natives love that Government under which 
their property. and lives are secure. This is the reason why 
British rule is popular in India. If the Government wishes 
to make itself more popular, it should admit the natives to 
the higher ranks of the public service, encourage trade, and 
make the administration of justice more simple. 


. The Bharat Bandhu of the 18th April publishes an ar- 


hie dismissal of Baby ticle communicated by one Ram 
Meters Dayal, late sub- Payal Sharma, in which the writer 


assistant patrol. 


thanks Lord Lytton for having taken 


Pandit Har Sahai’s case into his favorable consideration, — 


and states that the case of Babu Raghubar Dayal, late sub- 
’ssistant patrol of customs, who was dismissed without cause 
in 1373, is also deserving of favorable consideration at the 
hands of His Lordship. The Government of India should 
send for the records of the cage from the office of the com- 
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thissioner of. customs at Agra. The examination of the 
records witl be also useful to Government, inasmuch as 80 Ve. 
ral thousands of rupees are uselessly spent every year in 
giving contracts, and this item of useless expenditure cannot 
be discovered by Government without an examination of the 
records in question. 
The Oudh Akhbdr of the 19th April publishes a commu. 
The increase of profes. icated article in which the writer 
sional beggars in India. = complains of the great increase of pro-. 
fessional beggars, and urges the need of adopting some strict 
measures to check their increase. Besides the blind, the lame, 
and the weak, who are unfit for labor, many able-bodied men, 
who are too idle to work, have taken to beggary as the easi- 
est means of obtaining a livelihood. Some of them are men 
of such bad character that they abuse any man who does not 
comply with their request, and extort alms by threats. 
The best way to check the increase of beggars would be to 
put all those beggars who are unable to work into Govern- 
ment poorhouses where they should be fed gratis, and to 
prohibit by law able-bodied men from begging alms. In 
those places where Government poorhouses are not already 


in existence, poorhouses should be established by public 
subscriptions and contributions. 


The Dabdaba Qaisri of the 12th April publishes the ad- 
ich we by the 
W.M. Tidy, Esq. late dress which was presented by 


Collector and Magistrate of native officers, the amla, and the nobi- 


rye. _ lity, and gentry of Fatehpur to W.M. 
Tidy, Esq., the late Collector and Magistrate of Fatehpur, om 
the 25th February, at the time of. his departure to Muttra, 
and.also his reply tothe address. In the address Mr. Tidy 
was praised for his good conduct. towards the natives, for the 
sanitary improvements he has introduced in the town, for his 
desire to exempt poor persons from the payment of the license 


tax, for the strict check he ‘exercised over the subordinale 
officers, &e, | 
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The Muraggai . Tahetb, Lucknow, of the 15th April. eon- 


_. _ ,demna the native custom of adorning 
PP chageeepcke ‘or. children with precious ornaments, 
naments. and contends that the Government 
should put a stop to it, as children Wearing ornaments are 
often killed by badmashes for the sake of their ornaments. 
The best. way to puta. stop to the evil would be for the district 


officers to. convene a meeting of the respectable inhabitants 


of their respective districts, point out to them the disadvan- 
tages of the practice, and induce them to take » solemn 
vow not to adorn their children with ornaments for the 
future. 


The Mitra Vilds of the 14th April, in its column of sum- 
The punishment inflicted mary of news, states that Mr. Barrull, 


upon a police inspector of the police inspector of Gwalior, has 
Gwalior for taking a bribe. | 


of Rs. 1,000. by the Political Agent. To our knowledge this. 
is the first time that a Kuropean has been so severely punish- 
ed. However, we are. not certain whether Mr. Barrull is a 
European or a Eurasian. | 


The Raféh Am, Sialkot, of the 12th April, says that it 


The appointment ofas- appears from a letter of Dr. Dallas, 


sistant su : S r e e@ e@ e 
pay to Ee carne of 8 submitted to the municipal commit- 


pitals and dispensaries. tee of Amritsar on the 24th February | 


that there are many assistant surgeons at the Mayo hospital 
at Lahore who are ready to offer their services on Rs. 50a 
month. If this is really the case, it is better that Govern- 
ment should: appoint two or three men on Rs, 50 each to the 
charge of. hospitals and dispensaries instead of one man 
on Rs. 100 or Rs: 150 as is the case at present. There is no 
doubt that two:or three men:can do the same work better and 


mure- easily than: one-man can-do it: Moreover, when assistant 
‘urgeons can.be had for-Rs. 50'a month, the municipal-com- 
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mittees and district coinmittees should have their own ASBistant 
surgeons instead of engaging the ‘services of Government 
assistant surgeons on the payment of additional monthly 

allowances. One assistant surgeon cannot properly do ‘ 
work of the whole district. Some municipal committees have 
engaged the services of native Hakims to distribute medicing 
among the poor, but igvould be better if they engaged the 
services of assistant surgeons on Re. 50 a month instead of 
incompetent men. 


POST- OF FI Ck. 


The Berdr Mittra, Ellichpur, of the 15th April, complains 
Unsstisfactory lie that there is a great delay in the 
rangements in smell villas delivery of letters in small villages in 
——— which there are no branch post-offices, 
and the postal work is done by rural messengers. The rural 
messengers are not to blame for the delay, as each mesgen- 


ger has a large area in his charge. Wach village which has 
a school should also have a post-office. Ifin any village the 
post-office is not likely to be self-supporting, the postal work 
of that village may be entrusted to the village school master, 
and he may be paid a small additional allowan¢e, say Rs. 2 


a month, for this additional work. This ayetem already exists 
at some aides 


LOOAL AND MISCELLANEOUS. a 
The Samdchdr Sdr, Allahabad, of. the 14th April, in its 


The exercise of cruelty local news column, says that the law 
0 Gnimals in Allahabad, fo» the prevention of cruelty to animals 
is strictly enforced in Calcutta, but that in other towns 
this does not seem to be the case. In Allahabad horses, buf- 
faloes, oxen, and asses are often seen overburdened and cruel- 
ly beaten by the owners, Many men exact very. hard labour 
from their animals, and do not give them a sufficient quantity 
of fodder to eat. Some men use weak and wounded horses 
in hackney carriages. To puta step to this evil, the district 


a 


authorities should inflict heavy punishment upor such persons 
as may be found infringing 3 the rules: relating to the preven- 
tion of cruelty to animals. — , 


A correspondent of the Kavi Vachan Sudha of the 14th 
a. April, writing from-Naini Tal, says that 
The remova] of the : : 
houses of butchers from a young (Hindu) soldier of the 37th 
Ine acta eat Naini Bengal Infantry committed suicide on 
Tal. he 30th March at Naini Tal. The canse 
of his committing suicide is believed, to be a quarrel with some 
butchers, ‘When he saw some butchers killing a cow, he asked 
them to desist. <As.they -would not -listen:to him, he ran 
after them with his gun, but he could not catch them, and there- 


fore shot himself,: ‘Te prevent the recurrence of such eases 


in future, no butcher should be allowed to live near the 


_ soldiers’ barracks. 


The Rahbar-i-Hind of the 18th April, referring to the 
The Shah —— or article of the Koh+-Nir about the 
(en fair, Lahore, = = = »« Shah ~LAmér garden fair (see page 
292 of the Selections for 1879), expresses its concurrence with 
the Koh-i- Nur in. thinking that,an exhibition of the manufac- 
tures of the Panjab should be held in the garden at the time 
of theannual fair, The Rahbar-i-Hind asks the Anjuman-i- 
Panjab to agitate the matter, and to bring it to the notice of 
the Panjab Government. 


The Berar Samdehdr,.Akola, of the 13th April, states that 
‘The need of a:fire-en- many houses in Akola are covered 
sue at Akola, Berar. = = with thatched roofs, and therefore 
easily catch fire, specially in the hot. weather. The munici- 
pal committee of Akola should keép one or two fire-engines, 


The Muraggai’Taheib; Lucknow, of the 15th April, praises 
The poorhouse’at Vic. the Government for establishing a 


to iL : 
wagan}, Lucknow. poorhouse at Victoriaganj, Lucknow, 
and remarks that care should be taken that none except thoge 
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who are unfit for labor should be admitted. Moreover, . 
a monthly statement showing the name, age, place of bith 
&e., of each inmate as well as the cause of his unfitness fo; 
labor, should be prepared and published in the Oudh Ak. 
bar, or the Muraggar =m for the information of the 
public. 


A correspondent of the Panjabi Akhbdr of the 12th April 


Prohibition of water- WYiting from: Simla, complains that 


carriers from taking water a ; 
from the chief fountain at the municipal committee of Simla has 


Simla, lately prohibited water-carriers from 
taking water from the chief fountain, which is a source 
of great inconvenience to the native community, specially 
the Hindus. Itis not known why the municipal committee 
has issued such an order. Sometime ago it was heard that the 
committee intended to levy a tax upon the water-carriers 
who take water from the fountain in question. If the tax 


were levied, every man would have to pay it. But an entire 


prohibition to take water from the fountain has exposed the 
people to great 1 inconvenience. 


The Oudh Punch of the 15th April says that some days 


ago many cunning men succeeded in 

oa and the Oudi obtaining khilats at darbars under the 
| pretext of rendering relief to the poor 

during the late famine. But the distribution of khilats was 
not complete. When khilate were given to those men who 
rendered relief to the famine-stricken people, the services of 
those who oppressed Her Maj esty’ s subjects during the late 
scarcity, should have been also recognised with suitable 
rewards. Sir Oudhk Punch, the Lieutenant-Governor of the 
Imaginary Provinces, who always looks to both sides of each 


question, held a darbar said and delivered the following 
Bpeech on the occasion :— 


Wretches—You must well impress it on your minds that 
you have tried to raise your dignity by collecting money by 
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»j] manner of unfair means. I do not cousider you mord 
tian straws. You should congratulate yourselves on your 
good fortune that tlie Government of the Imaginary Pro- 
vinces does not imprison you in your houses, does not starve 
you, does not flog you at the time of bathing, and does not 
sentence your souls to perpetual imprisonment in your bodies: 
However; your cruel dnd illegal acts last year cannot be 
allowed to remain unrequieted, and accordingly I bestow the 


following khilats upon you :— 


Name. ac ard District. Remarks, Khilat. 


jira © oe. ann 
* Zélim |Zamindari.| + Sitam If any of his te- | A necklace 
Singh, ‘Nagar. | nants was unable to | of shoes, 4 
| | pay the rent owing | wooden plough 
to the failure of | for his neck; 
crops, he realised | anda coat of 
double the amount | blanket, 
| in the year folldwing. 
If any tenant failed 
to pay double the 
amouht, he sued him 
for thearrears of rent, 
seized all his proper- 
ty, and compelled 
him to abandon his 
| holding. 


_ 


( Three names more are given in the same way. ) 


° Zdlim tieans a tyrant or oppressor, 
t Sitam means tyranny; 
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